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TESTAMENTARY SYSTEM,

the perfon fo offeriding thall be fentericed: to the pillory; and- fuch fine and im-
prifonnient as the court fhall think proper to impofe. ] :

- g 1t fhall . be lawful for any privaté perfon, in whofe poflefiion or cuftody a
will or codicil fhall be; after the death of the tefator or teftatrix, to open and
sead the fame in the prefence of any near relatives of the deceafed, who may
conveniently, have notice thereof, and of other perfons, and immeduately there-
after to deliver the faid will or codicil to the regifter of wills, or the regifter or
clerk of any office in the tounty authorifed to record wills, whofe duty it {hall
be to keep the fame fafe, until proceedings may be had for proving the lamein
the faid office; or until it be demanded by an executor, or othér.perfon au-
thorifed to demand it; for the purpofe of having it proved according to law.

6. If any .private perfon, ir. whofe pofieffion or cuftody a will or codicil - fhall
be, after the death of the teftator or teltatrix fhall neglect to deliver the fame to
the regifter of wills, or the. regifter. or clerk 6f any office proper for recording
wills in the county where the faid perfon refides, or where. it is proper to prove
the fame, or to fome executor named in the will, for ‘the {pace of three ca-

lendar months after the death of the teftator or. teftatsik fhall: be knowh 6 -the

faid. perfon, he or fhe thus offending (hall be fubje&, on conviétion in a court of
law, to fuch fine as the court fhall think propeér, not exeeeding five hundred
pounds; | S S S S

- 7. If any will or codicil delivered to thé regifter of, or clerk of, 2ny office
_proper for recording of wills, fhall centain- no difpofition of goods; chattels or
perfodal eftate, or of any other thing: except lands, tenemients of incorporeal
héreditaments, within this flate, and the farre fhall appear to be figned, or
fealed. or acknowledged by the teftator or teftatrix¥, and attefted and fubfcribed
by three witnefles, it fhall be recorded by the segifter, -or officer aforefaid, -and
the original fhall be by him fafely kept until the legal execution thereof :fhall
be controverted in fome court of law, in which cafe it thall be tranfmitted to
the faid court of law, if required .by fomie .pecfon. authoriféd by the faid court
to receive it ; and until the legal execution thereof fhall be controvested .in fome
court of Iaw, a copy theieof, atiéfted  under the feal of office, Thall be received
as evidence-in any court of law or equity, to prove the title of .any :perfon claim-
ing under it, fo fir as the¢ provifions ‘thereof can operate according to law, and
an attefted copy, under the feal of office, of any dther will, tdftamedt or codicil,
recorded in any office. authorifed. to récord the fame; :fhdll be admitted as evi-
dence in any court of ‘law or equity, jprovided that the execution of the original
will or codicil be fubje@ to be contefted until a :probat hath ‘been had according
to this adt. . | _

8. If any perfon mentioned in a will or codicil containing any devife of any.
intereft in land or tenements as a legatee, devifee, executor or truftee, fhall be a
{_u_bfcribing witnefs thereto, and there ‘fhall not. be three: ether fubfcribing credible
witnefles, and the faid will {hall not have been depolited, kept and:authenticated,
as herein before directed, {o as to give it validity, without reforting to the. tefti-
mony of the fubfcribing witnefles, the faid will or codicil, fo far only as it
refpe@s ‘the faid legatce, ‘devifee, executor or- truftee, thall be void, and the
teftimony of the faid legatee, devifee, executor or truftee, fhall be as good and
available [to prove the faid will or eodicil; as if he or-fhe had not-been mentioned
in the will ; and in all cafes, where a will or codicil cannot be proved-agreeibly
to law, fo as to give it complete validity and effe®, according .to ‘the natute of
its provifions, ‘without reforting to the teftimony of fuch legatee, devifee, ‘execu-
tor or truftee, the faid will or eodicil, fo far as:it refpe@s the faid legatee,
devifee, executor or truftee, fhall be void, and his or her teftimony thall be
good and available as aforefaid. - - | .

..:9. If "imy fabferibing witnels to a will or codicil fhall dic before the teftator
or'teftatrix, or before the examinations of other witnefles, or before the time: of
proceeding to a probat of the faid,.wﬂl- or -codicil, 'pmof of bis or her hand

writinge




